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OAKLAND, CAL. 

Date of last case of human plague: Sickened, July 17, 1908. 
Date of last case of rodent plague: Trapped, December 1, 1908. 

Week ended May 1, 1909. 

Dead inspected 15 

Plague 

Necropsies held 1 

Premises inspected 943 

Nuisances abated 234 

Premises cleaned • 189 

Garbage cans installed 253 

Rats found dead 13 

Rats trapped 603 

Rats identified 664 

Mus norvegicus 607 

Mus rattus 5 

Mus musculus 48 

Mus alexandrinus 4 

Rats examined bacteriologically 601 

Plague rats 

Mice examined bacteriologically 48 

Plague mice 

Poisons placed 37, 500 

POINT RICHMOND, CAL. 

Week ended May 1 . 

Premises inspected 490 

Nuisances abated 35 

Rats found dead 14 

Rats trapped 23 

Rats examined bacteriologically 23 

Plague rats 

Poisons placed 7, 000 

ALAMEDA COUNTY, CAL. 

Week ended May 1. 

Dead inspected 44 

Plague 

Necropsies held 2 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CAL. 

Week ended May 1 . 

Dead inspected 1 

Plague 

Ground squirrels shot 52 

Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically 52 

Plague squirrels 

Rabbits trapped 1 

Rabbits examined bacteriologically 1 

Plague rabbits 

Ranches inspected 25 

Ranches found free of ground squirrels 10 

Campaign against ground squirrels in Contra Costa County. Col. 

The following is received from Doctor Blue under date of May 10: 
About April 20, 1909, a central headquarters for the campaign 

against ground squirrels in Contra Costa County was established at 

Alamo, Cal., and 5 men were placed on duty under the supervision 

of Passed Asst. Surg. W. C. Rucker. 

The campaign will consist in shooting, trapping, and poisoning. 

For the latter purpose small gas machines will be used for sulphur 
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and carbon bisulphide asphyxiation. More men will be added to the 
above force as fast as accommodations can be secured. 

On being notified of the proposed campaign the supervisors' of 
Contra Costa County passed the inclosed resolution. 

A copy is also inclosed of a state law which was enacted at the last 
session of the legislature against the harboring of ground squirrels 
and other rodents throughout the State. 

[Inclosures.] 

No. 1. 

(Extract from the proceedings of the board of supervisors of Contra Costa County, State of California, 

Thursday, May 6, 1909.] 

Whereas the Federal Government has made a small appropriation for the purpose 
of the eradication of ground squirrels throughout the county of Contra Costa; and 

Whereas Passed Asst. Surg. W. C. Rucker has been assigned by Doctor Blue, passed 
assistant surgeon, commanding, to conduct such campaign: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That said Dr. W. C. Rucker be, and is hereby, appointed a squirrel 
inspector of this board for the purpose of carrying on a campaign to eradicate and 
destroy the ground squirrels in Contra Costa County; and be it further 

Resolved, That the board of supervisors of Contra Costa County urgently recommends 
and requests that the farmers and citizens of Contra Costa County lend him every 
assistance in their power to eradicate said ground squirrels. 

The foregoing resolution was passed by the unanimous vote of the board. 

No. 2. 

An act declaring property infested with certain rodents to be a public nuisance; requiring owners, occu- 
pants, and persons having possession of or dominion over such property to endeavor to exterminate and 
destroy such rodents; providing for the inspection of property by hoards of health and health officers; 
authorizing boards of supervisors and other governing bodies to purchase materials and employ inspectors 
to prosecute such work of extermination; authorizing state and local health authorities to prosecute such 
work in certain cases; providing for the payment of the expense thereof; making the amount of such 
expense a lien on the property; providing for the collection of such amount by foreclosure of such lien; 
and declaring any violation of the provisions thereof to be a misdemeanor. 

The people of the State of California, represented in senate and assembly, do enact as 
follows: 

Section 1. It shall be and is hereby declared to be the duty of every person, firm, 
copartnership, company, and corporation owning, leasing, occupying, possessing, or 
having charge of or dominion over, any land, place, building, structure, wharf, pier, 
dock, vessel, or water craft, which is infested with rats, mice, gophers, or ground 
squirrels, or as soon as the presence of the same shall come to his, their, or its knowl- 
edge, at once to proceed and to continue in good faith to endeavor to exterminate and 
destroy such rodents, by poisoning, trapping, and other appropriate means. 

Sec. 2. The State board of health and inspectors appointed by such board, and 
local health officers and inspectors appointed for the purpose, as hereinafter provided, 
shall have authority, and shall be permitted to enter into and upon any and all lands, 
places, buildings, structures, wharves, piers, docks, vessels, and water craft, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the same are infested with such rodents and whether 
the requirements of this act as to the extermination and destruction thereof are being 
complied with: Provided, however, That no building occupied as a dwelling, hotel, or 
rooming house, shall be entered for such purpose except between the hours of nine 
o'clock in the forenoon and five o'clock in the afternoon of any day. 

Sec 3. The board of supervisors of each county and the city council or other gov- 
erning body of each city and county, city, and town, whenever it may by resolution 
determine that it is necessary for the preservation of the public health or to prevent 
the spread of contagious or infectious disease, communicable to mankind, or when 
such board shall so determine that it is necessary to prevent great and irreparable 
damage to crops or other property, may appropriate moneys for the purchase of, and 
may purchase, poison, traps, and other materials for the purpose of exterminating 
and destroying such rodents in such county, city and county, city or town, and may 
employ and pay inspectors, who shall have authority to and shall prosecute such work 
of extermination and destruction, under the direction of such board, or of the local 
health officer, or board of health, on both private and public property, in such county, 
city and county, city or town. 

Sec 4. Whenever any person, firm, copartnership, company, or corporation, own- 
ing, leasing, occupying, possessing, or having charge of or dominion over any land, 
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place, building, structure, 'wharf, pier, dock, vessel, or water craft, which is infested 
with such rodents, shall fail, neglect, or refuse to proceed and to continue to endeavor 
to exterminate and destroy such rodents, as herein required, it shall be the duty of 
the state board of health, its inspectors and the local board of health and health 
officer, at once to cause such nuisance to be abated by exterminating and destroy- 
ing such rodents. The expense thereof shall be a charge against the county, city 
and county, city or town, wherein the work is done, and the board of supervisors 
or other governing body shall allow and pay the same. Thereupon, the clerk 
of such board shall file in the office of the county recorder a notice of such pay- 
ment, claiming a lien on such property for the amount of such payment. Any and 
all sums so paid by such county, city and county, city or town, shall be a lien on 
the property on which said nuisance shall have been abated, and may be recovered 
in an action against such property, which action to foreclose such lien shall be 
brought within ninety days after such payment, and be prosecuted by the district, 
city, or town attorney, in the name of such county, city and county, city or town, 
and for its benefit. When the property is sold, enough of the proceeds shall be paid 
into the treasury of such county, city and county, city or town to satisfy such lien 
and the costs, and the overplus, if any there be, shall be paid to the owner of the 
property, if known, and if not known shall be paid into court for the use of such owner 
when ascertained. When it appears from the complaint in such action that the 
property on which such lien is to be foreclosed is likely to be removed from the juris- 
diction of the court, the court may appoint a receiver to take possession of the property 
and hold the same while the action may be pending or until the defendant shall exe- 
cute and file a bond, with sufficient sureties, conditioned for the payment of any 
judgment that may be recovered against him in the action and all costs. 

Sec. 5. Any violation of the provisions of this act shall be deemed a misdemeanor 
and shall be punishable as such. 

Report from Los Angeles, Gal. — Case of leprosy. 

Surgeon Brooks reports, May 4 : 

A case of leprosy has been found in a patient recently admitted 
to the Los Angeles County Hospital. 

The patient is 55 years of age, a native of Italy. He has been a 
sailor for 19 years, and at one time was a plantation laborer in the 
Hawaiian Islands. He states that he has lived in this city for the 
last 6 years, usually working in restaurants or saloons, sweeping, 
dishwashing, etc. The thickened and furrowed condition of the fore- 
head, lobes of the ears, hands, and especially the feet, are strongly 
indicative of leprosy. There is a superficial ulceration of both legs. 
Large numbers of acid-fast bacilli have been found in smears from 
the ulcers and in the secretions from the mouth and nostrils. There 
is a marked anaesthesia of the legs and the feet, and to a less degree 
in the arms. The patient believes that the disease appeared within 
the last two years. His last place of employment has been disin- 
fected by the city health department, and he will be strictly isolated 
at the county hospital. 

Reports from Seattle, Wash. — Plague-prevention work. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Glover reports, May 3 : 

SEATTLE, WASH. 

Date of finding of last plague rat, September 26, 1908. 

Week ended May 1, 1909. 

Rats received 1,135 

Rats necropsied 1,126 

Plague rats found 

Plague-infected rats to date 21 



